
WELCOME!!!

???



From protest…        to proposal...



...to Introducing CRES 10

...to the birth of a major!



Where we go from here...

will require that we learn to remember 
what the whole university system 
teaches us to forget...





● Can the university foster creative approaches to Critical 
Race & Ethnic Studies that remain as accountable to the 
activist legacies that brought it into being as they are to the 
traditions of cutting-edge scholarship to which its intellectual 
formation is indebted?

● Can the CRES curricula bring academics, activists, and 
students face-to-face in coalitional political education 
projects that are of mutual benefit to both the university and 
community?

● Can CRES refuse the familiarity of “siloed” approaches to the 
study of race and ethnicity and provide practical tools for 
collective examination of the “familiarity” of race itself? 

● If so, then what are the protocols of disidentitfication CRES 
can use to dismantle the “common sense” of the university’s 
investments in CRES? esp. those that are currently  
reproducing the logics and values of liberal humanism, 
capitalist heteropatriarchy, and settler colonialism within the 
very architecture of its institutionalization?



Horizontal Pedagogies & 
Tensions: 

Towards Decolonizing 
Introductions to Critical Race 

and Ethnic Studies (CRES)

Report Back from 
September 19-21, 2013
Decolonizing Future Intellectual Legacies 
and Activist Practices, the second major conference 
of The Critical Ethnic Studies Association



our travel to chicago was generously 

Our Proposal: To fund a team of folks who have taught and/or studied at 
community colleges, Cal states, and UCSC to travel to the 2nd major CESA 
conference and host a roundtable discussion about the future of CRES; 

A roundtable that would be the first step helping us at UCSC think 
creatively about what our commitment to the late 60s, early 70s activist 
advent of ethnic studies might mean for the inauguration of CRES today.

funded by The Office of The Dean of Students, Alma Sifuentes   
the Graduate Student Association   UCSC’s Humanities Division   The 
Office for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion   the UC Presidential Chair of 
Feminist Critical Race and Ethnic Studies   Kresge College   Oakes College   
Cowell College WITH EXTRA SPECIAL THANKS FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT OF THE INTERDISCIPLINARY 
STUDIES OFFICE esp. MARTI STANTON!!! 

 



● What can "community engagement" mean or be (given what we do 
NOT want it to look like based on our various previous experiences 
with such initiatives)? 

● What implications does the “critical” return to ethnic studies really have 
for us intellectually? pedagogically? In terms of institutional 
accountability? 

● What questions, guiding principles, and legacies are central to CRES? 
What “sets of protocols” do we want to remember not to forget?

Roundtable Queries
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Accountability ● systems of accountability that challenge 1)  systems of domination, and 2) the non-profit industrial 
complex. 

● community history projects (where people from the communities CRES students are engaging lead the 
history-making).

● efforts to redistribute university resources.
● to keep it local.  
● UNcritical service learning programs in higher education institutions 
● a discussion seminar that would allow students to discuss and critically assess their practice with their 

peers and the faculty person teaching the course 
● a Community Review Board (CRB) or Activist Review Board (ARB) -- in lieu of an IRB -- composed of 

community members that would vet community projects proposed by students.

Guiding 
Principles

● envision an end goal for the work of CRES where the need for its organization no longer needs to exist, 
where the University no longer exists 

Points of Reference
● decolonizing colonial histories (U.S. focus); Third World Liberation Front; Self-determination; Community 

as central/holds knowledge; Local-global/third world context (gets lost); Change institutional standards K-
12; Against imperialism

Protocols and Methodologies
● Love as a central method; Marginalized voices – CRES needs to be attuned (eg, condition of most of the 

world who live consequences of our consumption practices)
● Change needs to be part of the process, but does it need to be institutionalized? or, how do we 

acknowledge it won’t be perfect



Doing 
Critical Race 
and Ethnic Studies 
in a Neoliberal Age… 

Requires learning to fight for more than just the 
romance of community accountability. 


